

A STUDY OF DEVELOPMENTS 

IN INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION, 

IMPACTS AND IMPLICATIONS  

          CHARLES DICKENS first novel “PICKWICK PAPERS” will be apt to describe the present mindset of policy makers in Indian Education system. Some one comes to visit Mr. Pickwick who, on hearing the bell, comes out in the balcony, looks to the right, to the left and to the skies but does not look on the earth where the man is standing.

 It is the quality of great minds not to see the obvious
Reasons for Changes in Education system.
The advent of Globalization in India in 1991 brought many changes in the Indian economy. We have seen unimaginable changes and reforms in many sectors like Banking, Telecom, and Insurance etc. Now it is the turn of EDUCATION SYSTEM. As India is a member of WTO (World Trade Organization), we can’t say “NO” to the entry of Foreign Universities into India. It is the root cause for the buzz in Indian Higher Education system and for appointment of Prof Yashpal Committee for Renovation and Rejuvenation of Higher Education. The committee submitted a 94 page report to the HRD ministry. 

It is an autopsy and not a biopsy!
Certain bills pertaining to Higher Education are already proposed and tabled in the Parliament.

· National Commission for Higher Education and Research(NCHER) bill-2010 

· Foreign Educational Institutions( Regulating of entry &operations) bill- 2010

· The Educational Tribunal bill-2010 ( National tribunal  & state tribunals)

· National Academic depository bill-2010

       The Union Government is very much particular about the proposed reforms in Higher Education. These bills are approved by the Cabinet and tabled in the parliament without wider consultations with stakeholders- The State governments, the Union Territories, educational institutions, the society, students, teaching community, parents, recruiters, alumni etc.
INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION IN AP.

· Board of Intermediate Education was established in 1971.

· 31 approved group combinations in General stream & 32 in Vocational stream
· Intermediate Education is provided by these agencies in Andhra Pradesh 

· 
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· Private unaided sector dominates in terms of number of colleges & student enrollment

PRESENT SCENERIO:

· Our Students are bagging top ranks in Engineering & Medical entrances at All India level other states.
· Out of 824 Govt Colleges 269 colleges have no infrastructure and run either in High Schools or Degree colleges in shift system

· Around 12000 Junior Lecture posts are vacant and 5600 are filled through contact JLs.

· Intermediate education is being viewed just for Engineering only

· Govt colleges are further weakened for want of quality teaching especially in Physics, Maths and Chemistry etc.

· Majority of the parents and students thrive for engineering courses. 

· Humanities & life sciences have become only for rural and educationally backward students & These courses are being neglected

· Govt is encouraging Corporate Education to the meritorious poor students.

· Traditional courses are being neglected.

· Threat of merger of Intermediate Education with secondary education.

· Vocational courses are not given proper attention.

· Promotions to JLs as Lecturers and other service problems are not taken care.

· Govt has no control over fee structure of corporate managements.
WILL INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION BE MADE +2 LEVEL?

· Many states except A.P, U.P & Bihar have +2system. 

· The Union HRD ministry is firm to bring COMMON SYLLABUS &COMMON ENTRANCE all over the country at plus 2 level & SSC exam to be optional.

· The HRD minister Mr. Kapil Sibal announced a common syllabus for Maths and science subjects will be implemented from 2011-12. CABE (Central Advisory Board of Education) approved it. Syllabus for Commerce is also being prepared.

· A single National level Entrance Test for all Engineering and Medical colleges in the country will be conducted from 2013 onwards. 

· But the respective Higher Secondary Boards of State Governments will still conduct the XII class Public Examination.

· General awareness and Aptitude of the student will be tested in National level Entrance Test. Subject knowledge is considered from the +2 Exam of the concern boards through Scaling or Equalization. These two scores are combined and countrywide merit list will be prepared for admission into professional courses after +2 level.   

MERITS OF COMMON SYLLABUS & ENTRANCE TEST:

· It provides common platform, reduction in entrance tests

· Knowledge updating as CBSE syllabus is renewed every 2-3 years.  

· It is possible to bring common syllabus in Maths and Science subjects because Maths and Science subjects are core subjects, independent of geographical location, socio-economic and cultural back ground. Infact, even now 80-90% of syllabi of these subjects across different boards are common.

· Nation level Common entrance test to join Engineering & Medical courses after +2 will reduce burden on the part of students, parents as well as State Governments. 

 PROBLEMS &DISADVANTAGES:

· The question is whether it is desirable? And if implemented, will it solve loopholes in the system? Or will it create more problems than it will solve? 
· It is only a treatment to symptoms rather than the cause of disease that has caused such a huge damage to Indian education system.
· It is more of centralization and against to the spirit of  
     Federalism
· It is a concurrent subject. Centre alone can’t take such drastic    
     Steps with out taking state governments into account.

· How does a common syllabus ensure level playing ground for all students in the country?
· More than the structure of syllabus, the pathetic delivery system of education in India is a bigger problem.
· Knowledge of English, general awareness and communication skills are very poor among rural students. It will drag them back in the cutthroat competition with urban-based student community. 
· Vocational education is not given due importance And it is not in the main stream.
· In the schools in rural India, laboratories do virtually not exist.
· It will put enormous pressure on the students either to succeed or perish in only one competitive examination for admission to higher education courses. Now the student can have at least has a couple of shots by appearing in more than one entrance test.
· With the academic stress related suicides of students on the rise, this diktat of the Government will only increase the fear psychosis among the student community.
· The rampant malpractice and mass copying will often aided and abated by the teachers themselves so as to grab more seats for the students of their respective states. 
· Interference of politicians in the functioning is unavoidable.
· In The ‘success schools’ In School education, CBSE syllabus has been introduced and dropped for lack of quality teaching of the subjects in English medium.
· What will be the fate of the students who study in their mother tongue? Will they be away from the main stream? What about their employability? 
· There will be many unanswered questions in the future.
· At present there are 18,143 high schools in the state in which 7000 are managed by the private sector.
· 55 lakh students are in the high schools in which 20-lakh study in the private management schools.
· Many Govt High Schools are managed by Zilla parishads in the rural areas and medium of instruction is in the mother tongue. Will these schools be upgraded to +2 level? 
· Most of the teachers have completed their education in their mother tongue. Do they really have communication skills to teach in English medium? 
· It is mandatory to Government to implement article45 and 86th amendment of the Indian constitution i.e. Right to Education Act. On the other hand Government is getting ready for the closure of 29000 primary schools on the ground of un economical strength of less than 40.
· These circumstances will pave the red carpet to the Present Corporate giants to enter at school level and subsume the public funded educational institutions.
· Govt fail to regulate the fee structure of private and corporate schools. The Concept schools of Private management collect Rs 60,000- 1, 00,000 from each student every year in the name of IIT foundation coaching etc.
· Finally the children of the masses are compelled to receive substandard education while the economically privileged parents are able to ‘BUY’ good education for their children. By segregating their children, such privileged parents prevent them from sharing the life and experience of the children of the poor and coming into contact with the realities of life.
 YASHPAL COMMITTEE REPORT& RELEVENCE TO  

 INTERMEDIATE SYSTEM.     

· We should look forward to the day when IITs, IIMs also produce scholars like in areas like Literature, Linguistics and Politics. Institutions must be given freedom to expand and diversify.( p-15) 
· Need to expose students at UG level to various disciplines like humanities, social sciences, aesthetics irrespective of the discipline they would like to specialize in subsequently (p-21)
· Institutions of higher educations must carry out teacher training for all levels of school education from primary education to higher education. The absence of university level interest in teacher training has resulted in poor academic quality.(p-21&22)
· All vocational institutions must also be part of universities.(P-24)

· It should be mandatory for all universities to have under graduate programmes. All teachers must teach at the UG level(p-26)

· National level tests like GRE for getting admissions in universities
    (p 42&43)
CONCLUSION:

· India has 550 million people under the age of 25 years out of which only11% are enrolled in tertiary instructions compared to the world average of 23%.
· Policies need to improve India’s education system and reduce inequalities between rich and poor, rural and urban.
· The quality of schooling and the quality of teaching the children receive are extremely insufficient. It should be improved.
· First raise the quality of education in public funded educational institutions.
· Education is a source of human capital. It can create income inequalities.
· Let us think of common schooling. It is sharing of resources between private and public schools.
· Govt schools are unable to attract good quality teachers due to inadequate teaching facilities and low salaries. 
· Strengthening of infrastructure, supporting Guru Kula & residential colleges
· Provision of weightage to the students who study intermediate in public funded institutions in Engineering and medical seats.
· To create employability to the rural students, vocational education must be given top priority.
· More courses like Food processing & horticulture, are to be designed to suit the needs the demand in the market.
· English labs are necessary to improve language of English and communication skills at least each at mandal head quarter.
· JKC like system also to be set up at Govt Junior colleges  
· There must be more focus on individual progress than test scores.  
· Interaction should be there between School education and university education in terms of syllabi, teaching methods etc 
· Psychological foundation about adolescence is required for students as well as teachers also. Because this age group (13-19) is the most sensitive and stressful.
· Settling of service matters and promotion opportunity should be effected to boost the morale of the teaching community. 
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